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Well, that is not the response I ex-
pected, but he said: You took me to
court because I wasn’t paying my child
support, but I didn’t want to pay it be-
cause my ex-wife wouldn’t allow me to
see my children.

He was holding up the chocks that go
under the wheels of the airplane to
keep it from rolling, and at this point
I was thinking: This guy is going to
take a swing at me, or worse.

He then surprised me again. He said:
But you know what? After I started
paying it after you sued me, the judge
ordered my ex-wife to let me spend
time with our daughter, and I realized
what kind of father I needed to be,
what kind of man I needed to be, and I
made things right.

He raised his left hand and pointed at
his wedding ring. He said: My wife and
I got back together.

Well, I was in awe, not only of Joe,
but the power of people like Howard
Baldwin and everyone at the child sup-
port division trying to protect children
and trying to restore families. I don’t
think any one of us could have ex-
pected to help reunite a divorced cou-
ple, but Howard did everything in his
power to help parents support their
children, both financially and emotion-
ally, to encourage positive outcomes.

There is no way to quantify the
amount of good Howard did throughout
his career and throughout his life, but
I can say without a doubt he changed
lives—many, many lives.

Howard’s advocacy for children was
his calling, but there were no children
he loved more than his two boys,
James and Eric. Howard’s family was
his entire world. His wife Rita was at
its center. Throughout their 46-year
marriage, Rita wholeheartedly sup-
ported and encouraged Howard. I know
she was proud of him.

So on behalf of the State of Texas, 1
want to thank the Baldwin family for
sharing their beloved patriarch with us
for so many decades. I personally am
grateful, profoundly grateful, for How-
ard’s friendship and his impact on my
life and the great example of service
that he set.

Sandy and I send our deepest condo-
lences to Rita, James, Eric, and the
long list of friends across Texas and
the country who are mourning the loss
of this incredible public servant and
friend.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

NOMINATION OF DEBRA ANNE HAALAND

Ms. ROSEN. Madam President, I rise
today to speak in support of the his-
toric nomination of Congresswoman
DEB HAALAND to serve as our Nation’s
next Secretary of the Interior.

This Cabinet position is of great im-
portance to our Nation and especially
to Western States like mine—like ours,
Madam President, and I can’t think of
anyone more qualified to fill this posi-
tion than Congresswoman DEB
HAALAND, one of the first Native Amer-
ican Members of Congress and a proven
leader.
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Let me start by telling you why this
Cabinet position means so much to Ne-
vada. In the Silver State, over 50 mil-
lion acres of land is managed by the In-
terior Department. That is over 70 per-
cent of our entire State.

People come to Nevada from all over
the world to experience our pristine
and our majestic public lands and
monuments. These lands, well, they are
not just a source of beauty; they are
also a source of economic opportunity
for Nevada.

In previous administrations, we have
seen efforts to put those public lands
on the chopping blocks. But that won’t
happen under DEB HAALAND’s leader-
ship.

I have had the chance to speak with
Congresswoman HAALAND one-on-one,
hear directly from her, and get to know
her.

She has spent her entire career fight-
ing to protect public lands, waters,
monuments, cultural sites and natural
beauties around our Nation and, of
course, in our great State of Nevada.

And I know, if confirmed, she will
work with me and Senator CORTEZ
MASTO to strike the right balance be-
tween critical protections for our pub-
lic lands, environment, and wildlife,
and the needed economic development
across Nevada.

DEB HAALAND, well, she has been
committed to conservation as a Mem-
ber of Congress, and she will be just as
committed to conservation as our next
Interior Secretary.

Congresswoman HAALAND, she will
take the bold steps needed to confront
climate change. And if this historic
confirmation succeeds, she will bring
new and needed perspective to the
Presidential Cabinet—one that has
been missing since the President’s Cab-
inet was formed all the way back in
1789.

As Secretary of the Interior, DEB
HAALAND will be the first—the first—
Native American Cabinet member, and
she will give a voice to Tribal commu-
nities in Nevada and across our coun-
try.

She will take steps to restore and re-
spect Tribal sovereignty. She will con-
tinue to be an advocate and an ally to
Native communities, and she will help
to right the many historic wrongs and
injustices that have been committed
against Native Americans and Tribal
communities.

DEB HAALAND is exceptionally quali-
fied to lead this Agency. She brings a
breadth of experience and diversity to
the table. She will be a positive force
for good. She will guide our Nation for-
ward.

I urge my colleagues to vote yes on
DEB HAALAND’S nomination.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LEE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

March 11, 2021

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
REMEMBERING REX LEE

Mr. LEE. Madam President, I come
to the Senate floor today in recogni-
tion of an anniversary of sorts. My late
father, Rex Lee, died 25 years ago
today after an extended and heroic bat-
tle with cancer.

I prefer to remember my dad not as
someone who was ill but someone who
was full of life and healthy for most of
his life—in fact, his entire life, even
while battling with a significant ill-
ness.

Rex grew up in the small town of St.
Johns, AZ. It is a really, really small
town. In fact, we used to joke that he
may have been 21 years old before he
realized that the true name of the town
wasn’t ‘“‘Resume Speed.” It was a little
dot along the highway in eastern Ari-
zona. It was a place that he loved, and
it was a place where he learned to love
those dear to him and close to him, a
place where he was taught in school
and in church, where he learned to
serve his fellow beings.

He attended Brigham Young Univer-
sity as a freshman in the fall of 1953,
somewhat under protest. He had want-
ed to attend the University of Arizona,
like his cousins Mo and Stewart Udall
before him.

His parents told him: You can go
wherever you want, but your first year
needs to be spent at Brigham Young
University in Provo, UT.

He went there and was immediately
smitten with the place and commenced
a relationship that would extend for
the rest of his life and would signifi-
cantly impact his life in many, many
ways.

Halfway through college, he left to
serve a 2%-year mission for The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
Mexico. During that time, to say he be-
came fluent in the Spanish language
and the Mexican culture would be an
understatement. It was a fluency that
never really left him.

While I was a missionary many dec-
ades later, he used to write me letters
in Spanish, and even after I had been
speaking and studying the language for
some time, I knew I had to keep my
Spanish dictionary close to me when I
read letters from my dad, written in
his adopted native tongue, Spanish.

While serving as a missionary there,
he briefly met Janet Griffin, whom he
would later marry and who was my
mother. Janet was the daughter of an
employee of the U.S. Embassy, the U.S.
Treasury Attache in the Mexican Em-
bassy.

While they didn’t interact much
then, they reconnected when they were
both back at Brigham Young Univer-
sity about 6 or 8 months later. It
wasn’t exactly love at first sight for
my mom, but it was for my dad. They
went on to have seven children to-
gether, and I am grateful that they did.
I am the fourth of those seven.

My dad ended up going to law school
at the University of Chicago. As it
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